Deputy Zone Commander

Convention Report

It's great to see you all again and | hope you all had a good summer. | have kept
quite busy since our last Zone convention. | attended the District and Dominion
Conventions and also was present at the District Poppy seminar in Fenelon Falls
and the Service Officers seminar in Lindsay. Not having attended these seminars
before | found them very interesting and informative. There is much to be learned
regarding these two very important Chairs of the Legion and | have newfound
respect for the Chairmen who handle these in the branch level. As | mentioned in
my last report, | did go to the L.A. Zone Convention and it was a well run and
informative meeting. | enjoyed it very much and | hope I get the chance to attend
again.

I have attended many of our branches and find the same problems are plaguing
all of them, mainly personality conflicts and lack of funds. Every branch is work-
ing hard to come up with ideas to create new income, and I think that is great. It
would go a lot smoother though, if people could simply get along for however
long it takes and get the job done. Constant bickering and disagreements only
make the job a lot harder than it has to be. To quote my mom when we were
young, "Get along children, please get along.” We are all in a time period now
that is causing our veterans sadness and grief. Our branches are loosing their be-
loved veterans at a much quicker pace now, as they are getting into their twilight
years. Please consider that we owe them a great deal, but mostly | am sure they
would simply just love to enter a branch that is peaceful, helpful and flourishing
so they can enjoy their remaining years with us. If we keep this in mind, perhaps
getting along will come easier to us. They have enough conflict to deal with in
the passing of great friends and they deserve better. Enough said.

On an official note, our Zone Commander and | will be starting our annual visits
to your branches this week and will continue through until they are all complete.
Please have your books up to date and ready for inspection and have you PST
and GST receipts available for us along with the Financial Reports, also your
Employee Source

Deductions and WSIB. This year we have a new and shorter form to fill out so
this is a bonus for everyone concerned. | am looking forward to seeing you then.

Yours in Comradeship
Lorraine Duncan
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Veteran’s Services

Convention Report

This summer has been a fairly busy time and | believe this was
caused by the high cost of living. A majority of the inquiries were
from widows who are trying to keep their independence, living
on their own and not in a retirement center. Most of them are
just getting by on their monthly pensions, until they need their
glasses changed or work done on their dentures, or their hear-
ing aids

If any of these people are ex-military or the widow of a service
member, please speak to your Poppy Chairperson, I'm sure
they will help if at all possible.

If you were at the Service Officer's Seminar in Lindsey you
would have received a News Release titled Recognition
Program announced for Atomic Veterans, would you please see
that a copy of this News Release is put on your Branch notice
board. Starting on October 1St the Tony Stacy Centre are going
to implement restricted visiting hours, they will be 10:30 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. and remember to sign in and indicate who you are
visiting.

If you know of anybody who is trying to find out the Service
Number of a British Veteran, call 1-888-996-2242 in Ottawa and
they will give you the British number to call as they keep an up
to date list.

In closing | wish you all the best of health for the rest of the sea-
son and all being well we will meet again in the spring of 2009.

Yours in Comradeship
George Bourner
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NEWS RELEASE COMMUNIQUE

WR-08 00 Senlermber 2. 2008

RECOUNITION PROGRAM ANSOUNCED FOR ATOMIC VETERANS

CALGARY- The Hanowrzbie Peter Gurdon MacFay, Miniser of Wutonal Defonee and
“lnister of the Allamiiz Canads Opporreeizies Agercy and the Hanourabl= Greg Thompsor.
Ministor of Veterans A Mairs, todsy annonnead the EE’[ﬂ.HIH]‘In_._,_'J. of 2 progrum b recognize the
service of Atomic Velerums,

“AlT thase who saeve their countre, past or prasent, daserve the respeet, admitztion and cars of a
grarell rtivn," szid Minister VacKay. “Prime Minister Stephen Harper and owr Govermment
arz conunited b e care and well-being of aur seterars ame vecogaizes he serics ot all those
s particinared in muzleat weapnns testing cnd i Al ler decanim e work, Thig aee g
will roeognize the exceptional service that these individuals Jave performed for their country.”

Canaclizn mifitary veterans and civiizan scionee and rechnology workers from the Tepartment of
MNativmal Defence wha partivipated in nuelear weapons tests wad the Chalk River
decomlemimaiion offorts perfirmed their duty under exeeprinnal cirmstances. In recognition of
Lugir excczpiional service go the naton, thess Cunudians will be eligibl: to apply for an ax-graria
paymen: of $24,000.00,

“The: Atenmiz Veterans Recognition Program is another sxampls of our Government's
commilezant te Canada's Velerans,” said Mindstar Thompson, “Through this program, a pzoup of
remarkable mes and womer will finally ger the acknowladymen and raspect hat they so
rightully deserve,”

Feam the end of the Sceond Warld War unli] the signing of the almesoheric test ban trealy i
1903, the United Sizles and the United Kingdom condueted numerous ahez-gronnd nucledr
veapons wials in the Thitiad States, Australiz and in the South Pacific @ cevelop and test nuclear
wieapons, and 1o trein soldiers in Gtﬂhll" w.th the efcts of these weapans, Inorder w0 provide
traiming oppartunities for Canadian milisare perscunz! in nuchesr wartaes and decontamination
ard i develop expertise theron, tae Ceradian milizars sought o take 2 part in thesz trials. Dusing
the same peried, Ceradiun mifitary personnel wers also ceploved o asist wilh smergency
desnmtaminazion effoces al (ie Chalk River muelear plant foliawing two ma'or nuclear rsactor
accidents it 1932 snd 1958, CF partictpation ar Chalk Rive- drew on past experise gained
Lerogh martieipesion i the mzdlear weapons trias, and wes viswsd, i part, as o wining
Spaertunily fir persomne o further angmen. bis ssperiiss,
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Youth Education

Convention Report

We are off to a great start with this years Poster, Poems & Essay Contest. For those
that are returning as Youth Education Chair's I look forward to working with you all
again and for the new Chair's, welcome. | did not have to make one phone call last
year regarding the form submissions, all forms were completed superbly, keep up
the good work everyone.

Of the 10 Branches in our Zone, 7 of our Branches participated in the Remembrance
Day Literary & Poster contest and 6 Branches participated in Public Speaking. To-
day I'm asking each Branch President to continue to promote & support this worth-
while program by encouraging your Youth Education Chair's to stay involved or
become involved. Let's all work together to help promote Remembrance in our
schools.

I know it's getting harder to get the schools involved and it's a program that seems to
be dieing. | would hate to see that happen because it is our youth that will go on to
Remember. If you haven't already done so, please get your packages out to the
schools in your area this week.

I used the Zone F1 directory to get the names of all the Chair's. For those that | had
email addresses for | have already sent the schedule and the Durham Board of Edu-
cation permission letter. For the others I have given an envelope to you today. If you
have an email address, please give it to me today before you leave.

Poster, Poems & Essays are to be sent to me no later than November 30th. Zone
judging will take place in Ajax on Sunday December 7th. First place winners will
then be sent to District by mid December.

Public Speaking registration forms are to be sent to me no later than March 5, 2009.
In closing, | would like to thank Oshawa Branch 43 for agreeing to host the 2009
Zone Public speaking competition to be held on March 8th 2009. | would also like
to thank everyone that participated last year to make both competitions a huge suc-
cess and | look forward to another successful year.

Yours in Comradeship
Emma Smith
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