
 
The Town of Ajax responded to the news that there had 
been a rash of Poppy Box thefts around town with a special 
donation to the Poppy Campaign. Up to twenty boxes went 
missing from various retail stores in the area in early  
November.  
 
Chief Administrative Officer Brain Skinner presented Michael 
O'Hara, President of the Ajax Branch of the Royal Canadian 
Legion and Reg Sherren, Poppy chairman for the Ajax 
Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion with a cheque for 
$2,000. 

Town of Ajax Makes  
Special Donation 

Left to Right: Mike O’Hara, Legion President, Reg Sherren, Poppy  
Chairman, Sheila Strain, Manager of Budgets and Brian Skinner, Chief 
Administrative Officer 
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Marble Church, Bodelwyddan 

This postcard was passed on to me by Comrade Agnes Heasley.  
Canadian soldiers from the First World War are buried here in the 
graveyard. When I did some research on it, I found some very inter-
esting Canadian History. 
 
After surviving slaughter amid the mud of the trenches of the First 
World War, this part of north Wales was the last place Canadian 
soldiers eager to return home wanted to spend the winter of 1918-19. 
Yet for 83 Canadians, Bodelwyddan would be their final resting 
place. Most of the men who lie in the church graveyard were victims 
of a deadly outbreak of influenza. But the deaths of five of the  
veterans are not so easily explained, and even 82 years later are 
shrouded in mystery.  
 
Immediately west of the church was Kinmel Park, a camp set up to 
handle the soldiers from the Canadian Expeditionary Force. The 
men were itching to board boats for Halifax and St. John. They were 
told there weren't enough boats to transport them, but many waited 
longer than seemed fair. The men knew the longer they were kept in 
north Wales, the worse their chances of finding work, adding to their 
anxiety about being held back. American troops, meanwhile, were 
getting boats bound for the United States straight from France with-
out having to go through Britain, despite the fact they hadn't fought 
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