as long as the Canadians. The old military training camp was an
unhappy place. Canadian soldiers, well paid compared to their
British counterparts, were gouged in the civilian-run temporary
shops, known as Tintown. The weather was bad and the men, on the
cusp of civilian life, still faced a disciplined military routine of
marches and inspections. Then, a couple of days before the riots,
ships meant to carry men from the camp to Canada were reassigned
to another division.

The riots began on the night of March 4 in a wet canteen among
about 60 men, then grew as gangs broke into the sergeants' and
officers' messes. Later, Tintown was looted, the target of a revenge
attack against the profiteers. By 3 a.m., six hours after the trouble
began, the camp was quiet. Camp commanders organized soldiers to
help keep the peace the next day, but they were soon confronted by
gangs of men who set about freeing prisoners from the night before.
To ease tensions, the prisoners were ordered released, but it did no
good. Cavalry also failed to quell the rioting and was met with
volleys of rocks and sticks from the mutineers. As the fighting
intensified, more men were injured and the first fatalities were
recorded. Sapper William Tarasevitch, 30, was bayoneted in the
abdomen and died. Corp. Joseph Young, 36, died in hospital after
being hacked in the face with a bayonet. The third man killed was
Pte. David Gillan, 22, who had been enlisted to defend the camp. He
was shot in the back of the neck. The final two fatalities were
Signaller William Haney, who was hit by a bullet in the face, and
Gunner Jack Hickman, hit in the chest by a ricochet bullet.

David Gillan's gravestone at St. Margaret's stands out from the
others, erected in "proud memory" of the young man from Cape
Breton. It rises close to two metres high, is topped with a large cross
and is inscribed with the words "killed at Kinmel Park on March 5,
1919, defending the honor of his country.” The stones of the other
four men killed in the riots resemble the low white markers bearing
the Maple Leaf seen at Canadian war graves across Europe. On
Joseph Young's gravestone is the message: "Sometime, sometime
we'll understand.”
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