The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is located next to the
National War Memorial and contains the remains of an
unknown Canadian First World War soldier who was exhumed
from a cemetery near Vimy Ridge. The Tomb and its
Unknown Soldier represents all Canadians, whether they be
navy, army, air force or merchant marine, who died or may die
for their country in all conflicts - past, present, and future.
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The Books of Remembrance which lie in the Memorial
Chamber of the Peace Tower are another record of the wars. In
addition, most cities and towns across the country have
dedicated a monument, a building, or a room to their native
sons and daughters who gave their lives. These
commemorative locations are an enduring record of the losses
suffered by communities as Canadians went forward to fight
for what they believed was right.

Turning of the page ceremony

One day every year, we pay special homage to those who died
in service to their country. We remember these brave men and
women for their courage and their devotion to ideals. We wear
poppies, attend ceremonies, and visit memorials. For one brief
moment of our life, we remember why we must work for
peace every day of the year.



The Flower of Remembrance

Before he died, John McCrae had the satisfaction of knowing
that his poem had been a success. Soon after its publication, it
became the most popular poem on the First World War. It was
translated into many languages and used on billboards
advertising the sale of the first Victory Loan Bonds in Canada
in 1917. Designed to raise $150,000,000, the campaign raised
$400,000,000.
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In part because of the poem's popularity, the poppy was
adopted as the Flower of Remembrance for the war dead of
Britain, France, the United States, Canada and other
Commonwealth countries.

Today, people continue to pay tribute to the poet of "In
Flanders Fields" by visiting McCrae House, the limestone
cottage in Guelph, Ontario where he was born. The house has
been preserved as a museum. Beside it are a memorial
cenotaph and a garden of remembrance.

The symbolic poppy and John McCrae's poems are still linked
and the voices of those who have died in war continue to be
heard each Remembrance Day.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved, and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders Fields.
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"In Flanders Fields" was first published in England's
"Punch" magazine in December, 1915.



The best known reply-poem to In Flanders Fields is We
shall keep the faith, by Moina Michael.

Moina Michael was the American woman who also took
the initiative to make the poppy the symbol of
remembrance. This happened on 9th November 1918, two
days before the Armistice. On a meeting with war-
secretaries of the Young Men's Christian Organisation she
decided to buy 25 poppies to be used at the upcoming
remembrance.

Here follows her poem

We shall keep the faith

Oh! You who sleep in Flanders' Fields
Sleep sweet - to rise anew;

We caught the torch you threw,

And holding high we kept

The faith with those who died.

We cherish, too, the Poppy red

That grows on fields where valor led.

It seems to signal to the skies

That blood of heroes never dies.

But lends a lustre to the red

On the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders' fields.

And now the torch and Poppy red

Wear in honour of our dead.

Fear not that ye have died for naught:

We've learned the lesson that ye taught
In Flanders' fields.
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