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President Bruce Sharpe and 2nd Vice Emma Smith  
attended a ceremony in which a tree was planted on  
Graham Court in honour of Thomas Graham’s service on 
H.M.S. Ajax during the Battle of the River Plate. Visiting 
Ajax with Ward 4 Councillor, Mrs Pat Brown were Catherine 
Wilson of Tecumseh, Ontario and Christina Patterson of 
Windygates Fife, Scotland, the two nieces of Ajax Veteren 
Thomas Graham. Thomas’s wife Jenette, age 87, still lives 
in Australia and was thrilled that her husband’s two nieces 
could attend the dedication. 
 
Thomas served two years and ten months on board the 
Ajax during which time he saw action at the Battle of the 
River Plate. H.M.S. Ajax was known as the “White Lady of 
the South Seas’ and even in peace time she had a great 
reputation. 

Tree Planting Ceremony to  
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Operation Homefires 
Operation Homefires is a cooperative effort of The Royal 
Canadian Legion and The Canadian Forces. The mandate 
is to create a project within The Royal Canadian Legion , in 
order to provide the public the opportunity to offer both 
moral and various other comforts to our presently serving 
military personnel. The final objective is for the Legion to 
help our serving troops in the same manner they serve our 
veteran. 
 
Our members really got behind the project and we certainly 
received a lot of contributions. We would like to thank all 
those you made contributions and helped with the  
campaign. With your help, Branch 322 was able to make a 
large contribution to the campaign. 
 
Pictured below are 2nd Vice Emma Smith (Operation 
Homefires Treasurer, Our bar steward Cathy Taylor and 
Pat Price preparing everything to be shipped out to the 
troops. 
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