
 

Does all the money raised through the distribution of poppies and 
wreaths go into poppy funds?  
After expenses, such as the cost of poppies, wreaths and other supplies are 
deducted, all remaining monies are placed in trust to be used on those purposes 
authorized in the General By-laws of The Royal Canadian Legion.  
 
Can poppy money be used for anything else?  
The Legion's constitution stresses that poppy funds must be held in trust. 
They are subscribed to by the public. They are held in a bank account separate 
from that of the branch and cannot be used for any purpose other than those 
stipulated.  
 

Are campaign expenses high?   
Campaign expenses are unusually low because most of the work is voluntary.  
 

How much should I give?  
We suggest that you give according to the dictates of your conscience. You 
might remember that the cost of all the things the poppy fund provides is much 
higher today; therefore, it takes more money to do the same job.  
 

When you give to the poppy campaign you remember the war dead and  
help the living and the dependents of those who have served our country.  

 

Poppy Campaign Volunteer 
Sign Up Board 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Past President & Poppy Chairman Jim Kelly (l) and Branch 322 President Mike 
O’Hara proudly display our new “Poppy Volunteer Board.“ Remember your oath to 
participate in the Poppy Campaign. Please volunteer and make this year’s campaign a 
huge success.  

  



 
 

Remembrance is the cornerstone of  
The Royal Canadian Legion's work in Canada. 

The Poppy Campaign is a major source of funds used to assist vet-
erans, ex-service people and their dependents.  

 
History Of The Poppy 

 

Why was the poppy chosen as the Symbol  
of Remembrance for Canada's war dead?  

 

The poppy, an international symbol for those who died in war, also had inter-
national origins. 
 

A writer first made the connection between the poppy and battlefield deaths 
during the Napoleonic wars of the early 19th century, remarking that fields that 
were barren before battle exploded with the blood-red flowers after the fighting 
ended.  
 

Prior to the First World War few poppies grew in Flanders. During the tremen-
dous bombardments of that war the chalk soils became rich in lime from rubble, 
allowing 'popaver rhoeas' to thrive. When the war ended the lime was quickly 
absorbed, and the poppy began to disappear again.  
 

Lieut-Col. John McCrae, the Canadian doctor who wrote the poem In Flanders 
Fields, made the same connection one hundred years later, during the First 
World War, and the scarlet poppy quickly became the symbol for soldiers who 
died in battle.  
 

Three years later an American, Moina Michael, was working in a New York 
City YMCA canteen when she started wearing a poppy in memory of the mil-
lions who died on the battlefield. During a 1920 visit to the United States a 
French woman, Madame Guerin, learned of the custom.  
 

On her return to France she decided to use handmade poppies to raise money 
for the destitute children in war-torn areas of the country. In November 1921, 
the first poppies were distributed in Canada.  
 

Thanks to the millions of Canadians who wear flowers each November, the 
little red plant has never died. And neither have Canadian's memories for 
116,031 of their countrymen who died in battle.  



 

Flower Of Remembrance 
 

Symbol Of Unity 
 

On November 11th Canadians all across the country will stop and pay tribute to 
the men and women killed in Canada's wars and military operations. Some will 
remember friends and relatives long dead. Others - like yourselves perhaps - will 
pause in tribute but will really have nothing to remember.  
 

For millions of Canadians the poppy has long been the flower of Remembrance. 
It originally was a reminder of the blood-red flower which grew in the fields 
where many Canadians died in a place called Flanders. It remains the flower of 
Remembrance.  
 

In schoolrooms across Canada for a number of years students have discussed 
Remembrance; recognizing the sacrifices which others made for Canada but 
unsure of how they themselves could respond. What could they do? How 
could they live up to the expectations of the men and women who gave their 
lives for Canada and future generations? Today, there is an answer. It was al-
ways there only now it can be seen much more clearly. It has to do with unity.  
 

Canadian unity is not as strong today as it once was. When men from all parts 
of Canada came to a place called Vimy Ridge in 1917 everybody said that it was 
impossible to take the Ridge from the enemy. In a very important battle on a 
very cold day the Canadians did what nobody thought was possible. They 
took Vimy Ridge. When the guns stopped, the Canadians were very happy. Not 
so much for the victory itself but for the difficult thing they had done together. 
They were proud to be Canadians. Some of them who were wounded and wait-
ing to be shipped to hospital lay on stretchers in tunnels in the earth. They 
carved maple leaves on the wall. It was a good time to be a Canadian.  
 

In another war when the guns stopped at a place called Dieppe, the Canadians 
suffered a terrible defeat. This time Canadians from East and West shared a de-
feat. And as the wounded, ragged soldiers were marched away to prison camps, 
they marched proudly, knowing that they had shared something difficult. It was 
a sad time to be a Canadian. Thousands of young men from all parts of Canada 
faced death together at Dieppe. You can see their graves and read their names 
on the stones. The stones speak eloquently of racial and religious origins. They 
speak of men with a common cause: Canada.  
 

In Canadian schoolrooms today there are students whose parents, or even 
themselves, remember other wars. Some remember the terrible ordeal of escap-
ing to freedom. To them the poppy can be a symbol of that freedom. But it is 
important for all of us to remember that unity of Canadians in wartime enables 
all of us to enjoy freedom.  
 

Although Canada now has repatriated her constitution, the spirit of a common 
cause is lacking. We no longer share difficult things with a sense of unity. The 
poppy, then, is a reminder of the need: a challenge to each of us to seek out 
that spirit of unity which sustained our forefathers and our country. 



 

 
 

The Poppy 
The Flower Of Remembrance 

 

Each November, over thirteen million poppies blossom in Canada. They blos-
som on the jackets, dresses and hats of nearly half the Canadian population and 
they have blossomed for almost 75 years, since 1921. The poppy is the symbol 
that individuals use to show that they remember those who were killed in the 
wars and peace keeping operations that Canada has been involved in.  
 

The association of the poppy to those who had been killed in war had existed 
for at least 110 years prior to being adopted in Canada. There are records of a 
correspondent who, during the Napoleonic War, wrote of how thickly poppies 
grew over the graves of soldiers in the area of Flanders, France.  
 

The person, who more than any other, that was responsible for the adoption of 
the poppy in Canada was a Canadian Medical Officer during the First World 
War. This person was Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae of Guelph, Ontario.  
 

John McCrae was a tall, boyish 43-year-old member of the Canadian Medical 
Corps. He was an artillery veteran of the Boer War in South Africa and was de-
scribed as a person with the eye of a gunner, the hand of a surgeon, and the 
soul of a poet when he went into the line at Ypres on the 22nd of April 1915.  
 

April 22, was the first time that the enemy used poison gas, but the first attack 
failed and and so did the next wave and the next. In fact, for 17 days and nights 
the allies repulsed wave after wave of the attacking enemy. McCrae wrote - 
"One can see the dead lying there on the front field. And in places where the 
enemy threw in an attack, they lie very thick on the slopes of the German 
trenches."  
 

Lieutenant-Colonel McCrae, worked from a dressing station on the bank of the 
Yser Canal, dressing hundreds of wounded and never removed his clothes for 
the entire 17 days. At times the dead and wounded actually rolled down the 
bank from above his dugout. At other times, while awaiting the arrival of 
batches of wounded, he would watch the men at work in the burial plots which 
were quickly filling up. In time, McCrae and his unit were relieved and he wrote 
home " We are weary in body and wearier in mind. The general impression in my 
mind is one of a nightmare".  
 

Lieutenant-Colonel McCrae came away from Ypres with 13 lines scrawled on a 
scrap of paper. The lines were a poem which started: "In Flanders fields the 
poppies blow..."  
 

These were the lines which are enshrined in the innermost thoughts and hearts 
of all soldiers who hear them. John McCrae was their voice. The poem circulated 
as a folk song, by word of mouth and all who hear it are deeply touched. In the 
United States for example, the poem inspired the American Legion to also adopt 
the poppy as the symbol of Remembrance.  
In Canada, the poppy was officially adopted by the Great War Veterans Asso-
ciation in 1921 on the suggestion of a Mrs. E. Guerin, a French citizen. But there 
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